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Lafayette Visits Pittsfield 

Our noble French friend and Revolutionary War  gen-

eral, the Marquis de Lafayette, visited Pittsfield on June 

13, 1825 as part of his two-year tour of the United 

States.  President James Monroe invited Lafayette back 

to the U.S. in anticipation of the 50th anniversary of the 

nation’s independence.  For his part, Lafayette came to 

pay his respects to the generation of soldiers whom he 

fought alongside.  Thousands of citizens from all over 

the county converged at the park in Pittsfield to greet 

him.  Lafayette rode through the arch under the banner 

“Welcome to Lafayette,” with a 47-foot long flag attached 

to the old elm tree.  A feast was prepared at the hotel on 

North Street for dinner, and the General gave the follow-

ing toast:  “Berkshire County and Pittsfield; may they 

more and more enjoy the blessings of Republican free-

dom and Republican industry.” The painting on the 

right by Ary Scheffer shows the elder Lafayette on his vis-

it to the U.S. and still hangs in the Capitol Building in 

Washington.   

All Aboard—Depot Opens for Passengers to Albany & Boston 

Eli Buel Opens Gallery on North Street 
Come get your daguerrean photographs at Eli Buel’s 

new shop at the corner of Depot and North Street.  Mr. 

Buel, who came to Pittsfield in 1840 from Illinois, was 

first in the town to offer photographic services, only a 

few years after the process was patented in France.   

A New Barn and It’s Round 
A year after their large barn burned the Shak-

ers across the town line in Hancock have 

once again amazed their neighbors by build-

ing a replacement that is round and stone, 

sure to withstand another fire.  The top floor 

of the barn can hold up to ten teams of oxen 

and horses pulling hay, that can be dropped 

into the storage area in the center.  Finished 

in 1826, the barn can hold 52 dairy cattle.    

Park Created in Commons 
A special committee that included the farmer Abel 

West has drawn up a plan for a new park in the center 

of Pittsfield.  After two years of planning, tree planting 

began in 1827 to surround the old elm tree and create a 

park in the shape of an oval at the intersection of 

North, South, East and West Streets.  Our Shaker 

neighbors joined us to plant the trees and transform 

the space into Park Square, despite its elliptical shape.   

Abel West came to Pittsfield 

as a poor young man in 

1800 and worked and saved 

enough so that by 1817 he 

bought eighty acres in West 

Part, at the end of West 

Street.  He was active in 

town politics and represent-

ed Pittsfield in the state leg-

islature.    

May 4, 1841   At 1:30 pm, precisely, a locomotive pulling a single rail car arrived in Pittsfield, opening the line from 

West Stockbridge.  Dozens of spectators were on hand to witness the launch of a new era of quick, easy and reliable 

transportation over the mountains surrounding our beautiful valley.  Work continues to extend the line to Boston 

and to Albany, but those lines are not expected to be open until the end of the year.   

 The first train from Albany to Boston rambled through Pittsfield on December 21 of that year.  The town’s first 

station, called the Depot, stood near the bridge on North Street, as can be seen circled in red on the map below.  Two 

passenger trains and one freight train passed through Pittsfield each day. Rail service propelled the town’s growing tex-

tile industry by reducing the costs of raw materials needed and speeding the finished products to market.  Moreover, 

Irish immigrants who helped build the rail line, stayed on to work in the mills to meet the new market demands.   

George Briggs Elected Governor 
Pittsfield’s own George N. Briggs (left) was elected Governor of Massa-

chusetts in 1843, after serving six terms in the U.S. House of Representa-

tives.  A lawyer who previously lived in Adams and Lanesboro, Briggs was 

re-elected annually until 1850 as a candidate of the Whig Party.  A 

staunch temperance advocate, he helped organize the Congressional 

Temperance Society, and later became President of the American Tem-

perance Union.   

Where Have all the Farmers Gone?  
 The Baptist Church revival featured a preacher 

from the west who praised the growing conditions in 

New York and Ohio.  Soon, 106 members of the con-

gregation packed up their goods and sold their houses 

to move.  More followed so that by the end of the year, 

the church was left with only three men. 

 The exodus of farmers has been offset by the new 

jobs opening up in the textile mills and other indus-

tries in the town.  The Pontoosuc Woolen Mill 

(pictured above) opened in 1826, and Jason Clapp con-

tinued to hire men for his booming carriage business 

(at the left)  near the Pomeroy Mills in the town center.   

The Changing Face 
Of Pittsfield 

The traveler who last saw Pitts-

field in 1820 would be shocked 

by what he saw thirty years later.  

The biggest change was the size 

of the town.  A population of 

5,872 (twice the size from 1820) 

filled in the lots along the main 

streets and beyond.  Pomeroy 

Woolen and Plunkett and Clapp 

Cotton Mills (in green circles) 

were but two of the textile mills 

along the branches of the 

Housatonic River.  New denomi-

nations built their own churches, 

pictured at the bottom of the 

map.  A new permanent high 

school was supplemented by a 

Medical Institute and the private 

Young Ladies Institute which 

had taken over the War of 1812 

cantonment (in blue circle).  The 

biggest luxury may have been the 

transition from well water to 

piped-in water from Ashley Lake 

in the town of Washington.   

Bits and Pieces  

Dr. H.H. Childs was elected to of the Berkshire Medical Institute in 

1835.  Childs has been a professor of Medicine at the Institute since its 

founding in 1822.    

In the wake of a devastating fire at the Young Ladies Institute, the 

Housatonic Engine Company was formed in 1844, the first fire district in 

the town.  


