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10×10   Turning Points in a city’s history invoke changes and new directions.  Some are dramatic while others represent shifts that are the first signs of broader trends, only seen when examined 

with the distance of years passed.  Several themes emerge that spotlight the changes to the city over the course of its history: economic cycles of booms and downturns; contributions to events of 

national significance such as war; significant personalities; landscapes, most notably Park Square; means of transport; landmark buildings; important personalities.  Tracing the history of Pittsfield 

through ten periods covers an awful lot of ground, and invariably means that some events or people were left out due to space constraints.  By placing them in a mock newspaper, the turning points 

take on a “you are there” sentiment to the ongoing new directions in the city.   

 

This is a collaborative project undertaken by the Berkshire County Historical Society and the Berkshire Athenaeum, which furnished almost all the photos.  We are grateful for the permission of the 

Berkshire Eagle, the City of Pittsfield, the Colonial Theatre and Facebook groups like Berkshire Blast to the Past and Pittsfield, Back in the Day for other photos.       

Work Starts on Colonial 

 

2001   After a multi-year fund-raising effort, the 

Colonial Theatre Association purchased the histor-

ic property on South Street from the Miller family 

where it had operated its art supply business since 

the 1950s.  Work began on the extensive restora-

tion project, tearing out interior walls and preserv-

ing the original high-backed seating and the elabo-

rate painted ceilings, among other procedures.  

Additional restoration of the old auto garage next 

door extended the lobby for the theater which fi-

nally opened in October 2006. 

SABIC Buys GE Plastics 
May 22, 2007   The last vestiges of the once dom-

inant company in Pittsfield disappeared with the 

announcement that SABIC, a Saudi Arabian chemi-

cal company bought GE Plasticsfor $11.6 billion.  

Over 500 employees will likely be affected.  Once 

the largest plastics producer in the country, GE 

Plastics inventions like Lexan is used for bullet-

proof glass and astronaut visors.  For 73 years, the 

Plastics Division operated in Pittsfield.   SABIC an-

nounced it was moving to Houston, Texas in 2015.    

GE Settles PCB Dispute to Clean Up Housatonic New Era in City Transport  
Kennedy Opens Scelsi Center  

November 22, 2004   Not quite as grand as our 

bygone train stations, but a step up from its imme-

diate predecessor, the new Joseph Scelsi Inter-

modal Transportation Center opened its doors to 

both rail and bus services.  Senator Edward Ken-

nedy and Congressman John Olver were on hand 

to dedicate the building.  The visiting politicians 

placed the last two bricks in the new center, bricks 

that had been salvaged from the old Union Sta-

tion.  The new center is on the same site as Pitts-

field’s very first train station, the Depot, built in 

1841.    

October 27, 2000   The final ruling by the US District Court  was handed down today approving the 

consent decree settlement between General Electric, EPA, the City of Pittsfield and a number of other 

state and federal agencies.  General Electric agreed to pay $250 million for the clean-up of the Housatonic 

River, several of its facilities, and groundwater basins around the former plant compound.   The agree-

ment includes $15,000,000 for an economic devel-

opment fund for the City of Pittsfield and another 

$10,000,000 spread out over ten years to offset 

the loss of tax revenues.  At issue is the use of a 

lubricant known as polychlorinated biphenyl or 

PCBs  that GE used since the 1930s as part of its 

transformer manufacturing process, and then 

dumped the waste materials into the river and 

then trucked it off the site.  In 1977, the EPA listed 

PCBs as a toxic substance and stopped its manu-

facture in the U.S.   The EPA map from 2017 at the 

left shows the progress of the clean-up in Pittsfield, 

but still unresolved is the procedure for cleaning 

up the rest of the river.  

New Life for Rice Silk Mill 
October 19, 2012   Governor Deval Patrick cut the ribbon today on the city’s latest housing project that 

saw the old Rice Silk Mill converted into affordable housing apartments (below right.)  Originally built in 

1873 as a woolen mill, William and Arthur Rice converted the factory for the production of silk in 1887.  

The  last textile mill in Pittsfield, the company was sold to a firm in South Carolina and closed its doors in 

2006.  The project converted the old mill below left to 

45 one to three bedroom apartments at a cost of $15 

million.  The Rice Silk Mill was listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places in 2015.   

Pittsfield Preserves! 
Everyone agrees—saving Pittsfield’s historic build-

ings makes sense, for economic and civic reasons.  

The refurbished Beacon Cinema (above) is helping 

revitalize North Street, with restaurants and cafes 

opening up to cater to movie-goers.  The Samuel 

Harrison Society dedicated the restored house 

which the Civil War chaplain and Pittsfield resi-

dent built.  The honor of cutting the ribbon at the 

dedication in 2015 was Reverend Harrison’s great 

granddaughter, Ruth Edmonds Hill, below center.   

Taconic High Graduate in Space 
Dreams come true.  Ever since she was a student at 

Taconic High, Stephanie Wilson nurtured a passion 

for space.  A 1984 graduate, Wilson attended Har-

vard majoring in engineering.  She has flown on 

three separate NASA shuttle missions, in 2006, 

2007 and 2010.  With a new facility focusing on 

technical and vocational curricula, expect more 

graduates like Stephanie Wilson in the future.   


