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Much like the woman suf-

frage movement, “Getting 

to Yes” is the result of a 

partnership that cut 

across different genera-

tions and different organi-

zations. Those photo-

graphs exhibited here that 

are not in the public do-

main came from the Local 

History Department of the 

Berkshire Athenaeum. We 

are grateful for the assis-

tance of Miss Hall’s Hori-

zons student, Ning 

(Wendy) Wang.  

“You earned the right to vote, now run for office.”   

Alva Smith Vanderbilt Belmont, 1920 

With a goal to complete the work of the suffrage movement 

and “increase the number of women in all aspects of political 

life,” a who’s who of women activists, including Bella Abzug, 

Shirley Chisholm, Betty Friedan, and Gloria Steinem, found-

ed the National Women’s Political Caucus in 1971.  Forty-five 

years later, an-

other who’s who 

of women politi-

cians in the 

Berkshires 

County united 

to form a re-

gional chapter 

of the national 

organization.    

(photo, courtesy 
of Beth Carlson) 

Carrie Chapman Catt anticipated the need for voter education. Six 

months before the constitutional amendment passed, she founded 

the League of Women 

Voters to help 20 million 

women carry out their 

new responsibilities as 

voters.  In the early 

1960s, Pittsfield 

launched its own chap-

ter that then extended to 

cover the entire county. 

Williamstown also 

formed its own chapter, 

one of 48 across the 

state.  On the left, 

league members stand 

in front of the White 

House in1924 to en-

courage voting.   

When Alice Paul (right) 

heard the news that Ten-

nessee had ratified the 19th 

amendment, she sewed a 

36th star on a banner that 

she displayed in Washing-

ton.  She then went back 

to work, convinced 

“women are not yet on an 

equal basis with men.”  

She helped draft the Equal 

Rights Amendment that 

was first presented to Con-

gress in 1923.  Congress 

finally passed it in 1972, 

but it wasn’t until January 

15, 2020 that Virginia be-

came the last state needed 

to ratify.   

Woman suffrage allies in the 

trade union movement predict-

ed that the ballot would help 

working women address issues 

that affected them.  A Woman’s 

Bureau in the Department of 

Labor was established in 1920, 

headed by a union leader, Mary 

Anderson. Just thirteen years 

later, Anderson reported to a 

new boss, Frances Perkins, who 

had grown up in Worcester and 

attended Mt. Holyoke College.  

The first woman Cabinet Secre-

tary, Perkins ran the Depart-

ment of Labor and developed 

programs to help workers 

through the Depression.   


