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Born in 1820 in Adams, a young Susan 

B. Anthony worked side by side with 

other young women in her father’s wool-

en factory.  The family moved to western 

New York when Susan was just six years 

old.  By the time the picture was taken 

below, she had  assumed leadership role 

in the campaign to secure the vote for 

women. 

In 1819, Emma Hart 

Willard sent a proposal 

for “Improving Female 

Education” to Gover-

nor Clinton of New 

York.  Two years later, 

she opened the Troy 

Female Seminary with 

a class of 61 boarding 

students and 29 day 

students.  One of her 

early graduates was a 

young woman named 

Elizbeth Cady, a fu-

ture force in the suf-

frage movement.   

New textile factories in the Berkshires meant women no longer 

had to make clothes from raw wool at home.  When the Pon-

toosuc Woolen Mill opened in 1827, the workforce of 100 includ-

ed 60 women. Soon, immigrant women and their children took 

their places at the machinery working up to 12 hours a day.  

Women learned the best way to improve conditions was to secure 

the vote.  

The five-story brick building was 

still under construction in 1837 

when students arrived at the first 

higher education institute for wom-

en.   Mary Lyon, who founded 

Mount Holyoke Female Seminary, 

told her students to "Go where no 

one else will go, do what no one 

else will do."  One of the first stu-

dents, Lucy Stone, went on to lead 

the woman suffrage movement in 

Massachusetts and across the na-

tion.   

Public high schools in the Berkshires were 

closed to young women until the 1850s. The on-

ly options available were private schools that 

started when Nancy Hinsdale opened the Pitts-

field Female Academy in 1800.  That school 

opened the doors for others in Lenox and Pitts-

field. By the end of the century, Mira Hall 

bought the school buildings on South Street 

(above) and opened Miss Hall’s School.  She 

continued a Berkshire tradition of offering edu-

cational opportuni-

ties to women that 

allowed them ac-

cess to previously 

blocked avenues 

across all of socie-

ty.   

New Jersey annuls the right 

for women to vote in 1807.    

“What could girls do then? … It was always deemed a misfortune in any household if the majority of  the children were girls….Now, friends, what a revolution has come from a 
woman being able to teach school at a dollar a week and board around, from being able to work in a factory and earn a dollar and half a week.”    Susan B. Anthony, August 1897 


