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Elizabeth Cady Stanton praised 

the role of women during the Civ-

il War who “have shown true 

courage and self-sacrifice” as 

“angels of mercy to our sick and 

dying soldiers in camp and hos-

pital.”  She could very well have 

been speaking of Elizabeth Mel-

ville and her friend and neighbor 

Sarah Morewood (right) who had 

died of “consumption” a year ear-

lier due to the strain of her work 

in the local Ladies Soldiers Aid 

Auxiliary in Pittsfield.   

Women who advocated for the vote lined up to 

fight for the abolition of slavery in the Civil War.  

Believing that President Lincoln did not go far 

enough in the Emancipation Proclamation, Eliz-

beth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony 

formed the Women’s Loyal National League to 

call for the total abolition of slavery, not just in 

the rebellious southern states.  They circulated 

a petition with almost half a million signatures 

that was instrumental in passage of the 13th 

Amendment abolishing slavery.    

Following the Civil War, the new constitutional 

amendments to protect the rights of freed African 

Americans excluded women in their provisions.  Pas-

sage of the 14th Amendment in 1868 granted citizen-

ship to all born in the U.S., but, for the first time, ex-

plicitly limited protections and responsibilities of po-

litical rights to “male inhabitants.”  Woman suffrage 

leaders sought to include reference to gender in the 

15th Amendment that prohibited denial of the vote on 

the basis of “race, color, or previous condition of ser-

vitude.”  While they were unsuccessful, they argued 

in the 1870s (below) that the amendment already 

gave them the right to vote, as citizens.  The Su-

preme Court rejected that argument in 1875. 

 

The debate over the two con-

stitutional amendments 

among woman suffrage ad-

vocates split the movement.  

Some, led by Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton and Susan B. An-

thony, advocated the inclu-

sion of women in the 

amendments, and even ar-

gued that “women deserve 

suffrage before black men.”  

The pair formed the National 

Woman’s Suffrage Associa-

tion. 

The views of Stanton and 

Anthony provoked a reaction 

from their long-standing al-

ly, Frederick Douglass.  He 

argued, “I must say I do not 

see how anyone can pretend 

that there is the same ur-

gency in giving the ballot to 

woman as to the Negro,” for 

whom the vote was a 

“question of life and death.”  

While Douglass maintained 

his support for woman suf-

frage, the issue of race con-

tinued to plague the move-

ment all the way through to 

the passage of the 19th 

amendment.   

Lucy Stone steadfastly advocated for suffrage for 

both African Americans and women: “Woman has 

an ocean of wrongs too deep for any plummet, and 

the Negro, too, has an ocean of wrongs that cannot 

be fathomed.”  Dissatisfied with the exclusion of 

women in the 15th 

Amendment, Stone 

still supported its 

passage, creating a 

rift with Stanton and 

Anthony.  She, and 

others in Boston, 

founded the American 

Woman Suffrage As-

sociation in 

1869.  They also 

launched the Wom-

an's Journal, the 

leading woman suf-

frage publication for 

60 years.  

 

“Do you think it just and magnanimous to refuse to recognize the existence of an organization merely because you have a personal feud with its President?”                                         

                                                                                                                                                                   Elizabeth Cady Stanton, letter to Lucy Stone, 1873   


