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Suffragists took direct political action to 

demand politicians state their stand on 

giving women the vote. Margaret Foley 

(on the right, above) traveled across the 

country as an organizer for the Massa-

chusetts Woman Suffrage Association. In 

1911, she trailed the Republican candi-

date for governor all the way to the Berk-

shires. Confronting Louis A. Frothingham 

on the steps of the Red Lion Inn in Stock-

bridge, Foley forced him to cut his re-

marks short and leave. She followed him 

to Tyringham and Egremont and contin-

ued to demand that he address the issue 

of woman suffrage. He lost the election.   

“Women outside are asserting their right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and upon all economic, social and political questions are evincing remarkable ability and 

skill…have not we Shaker sisters greater rights than all others, having absolute right of our own bodies, which in reality includes all other rights?”  Anna White, Shakers 

For years, the Shakers 

did not engage in politics, 

believing “party spirit fos-

ters contention.”  That 

changed as Shaker wom-

en became involved in 

19th century reform 

movements. Before Anna 

White (left) joined the 

Shakers in 1849 at 

Mount Lebanon, she had 

met Lucretia Mott and 

revered her views on free-

dom of thought and 

speech.  White later be-

came a member of  the 

newly merged National 

American Woman Suf-

frage Association and vice

-president of a local 

branch of the National 

Council of Women.   

Before she died in 

1893, Lucy Stone was 

able to see the merger 

of the two rival suf-

frage associations into 

the National American 

Woman Suffrage Asso-

ciation, formed in 

1890.  Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton served as the 

first President of the 

new group, before 

handing over leader-

ship to Susan B. An-

thony.  By the time 

Stanton passed away in 1902 and Anthony in 1906, they 

had already groomed the next generation of leaders, no-

tably their successor, Carrie Chapman Catt (above).   

By 1915, eight states, all in the 

west, had adopted suffrage for 

women. Buoyed by this success, 

Massachusetts, once again held a 

referendum to secure the vote for 

women. An energetic campaign 

ensued, including parades, auto 

tours and adoption of the bluebird 

symbol to get out the vote. The op-

position, though, was fierce.  Ger-

trude Halliday Leonard, the Presi-

dent of the Massachusetts Woman 

Suffrage Association, wrote in the 

Berkshire Eagle of the “liquor in-

terests” opposed to women voting.  

The referendum failed, another 

setback on the road to suffrage.    

Alice Paul was born into a Quaker family in New Jersey and 

attended Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania.  She joined 

the National American Woman Suffrage Association and 

served as director of the Washington DC chapter.  She met 

Lucy Burns, an Irish Catholic from Brooklyn who held four 

university degrees.  In 1913, the pair organized a march in 

Washington that drew 8,000 women on the day before Wood-

row Wilson’s inauguration.   


