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The irony in the fight to secure 

the vote for women was that 

only men could vote on the is-

sue in Congress.  The sole 

Berkshire representative in the 

House of Representatives was 

Allan Towner Treadway, a 16-

term Congressman from Stock-

bridge and owner of the Red Li-

on Inn. Treadway, a Democrat 

(in the photo at right), voted in 

favor of the amendment while 

in the Senate, the Republican 

Henry Cabot Lodge voted 

against and the first Irish-

Catholic Senator from the state, 

David Walsh cast a yes vote.   

At 5:45 in the morning of November 2, 1920, 
New Ashford was the first town in the nation to 
open its polls. Phoebe Jordan had woken up 
early and walked two and half miles to the old 
schoolhouse where she earned the distinction 
of being the first woman to legally cast her vote 
for a President. The old wooden ballot box used 
on this historic occasion is still housed in the 
town hall today.    

Following Congressional approval, the 19th amendment, 

that was named after Susan B. Anthony, then made its 

ways to individual state legislatures.  In order to become 

law,  three-fourths of the states were required to ratify it.  

On June 25th 1919, Massachusetts became the eighth 

state to approve the change to the constitution.   

A 24-year-old Tennessee Congressman, Harry Burn, 

had opposed woman suffrage.  On the eve of the vote in 

Tennessee, he received a message from his mother that 

read, “Hurrah, and vote for suffrage!” and urged her son 

to “be a good boy and help Mrs. Catt put the ‘rat’ in rati-

fication.”  The next day Burn switched his vote in favor 

of ratification, and the measure passed, making Tennes-

see the 36th state needed for adoption of the amend-

ment.   

In 1917, the woman 

suffrage movement once 

again split over U.S. in-

volvement in the war in 

Europe.  Despite being 

a pacifist, Carrie Chap-

man Catt pledged “the 

loyal support of our 

more than two million 

members” of the Na-

tional American Woman 

Suffrage Association.  

Alice Paul and the Na-

tional Woman’s Party 

opted to set up pickets 

in front of the White 

House, that led to the 

arrests and detention of 

Paul and others, including Kathleen Morey, the 

Massachusetts state chair for the party (above).     

In 1916, Carrie 

Chapman Catt re-

sumed leadership of 

the National Ameri-

can Woman Suffrage 

Association.  She 

proposed a “Winning 

Plan” that would sup-

plement the organiza-

tion’s state-by-state 

approach with an ag-

gressive lobby cam-

paign in Congress for 

a federal constitu-

tional amendment.  

Branches in each 

state would continue 

to seek changes in 

voting laws at the state level, but they would also focus 

on pressuring their representatives to support a na-

tional amendment.    

                        Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex.  

                        Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.                            Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 


