
          Brief, Shining Moment  

On May 10, 1866, the American 

Equal Rights Association was 

formed.  The Civil War had ended, 

and activists in both the abolition of 

slavery and womenõs rights move-

ments saw an opportunity to join 

forces to òsecure Equal Rights to all 

American citizens, especially the 

right of  suffrage,  irrespective of race, 

color, or sex.ó   

 

Susan Anthony and Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton first proposed the combined 

effort, but it was Frances Ellen Wat-

kins Harper (right) who inspired the 

formation with a speech she gave at 

the National Womenõs Rights Con-

vention. "We are all bound up togeth-

er in one great bundle of humanity,ó 

she reasoned.  

 

disfranchisement of the loyal moth-

ers of a million soldiers and intro-

duces the word male for the first time 

into the constitution.ó 

 

Anthony and Stan-

tonõs principled 

stand against in-

cluding one dis-

franchised group 

and not others led 

them to an alli-

ance with George 

Train, a wealthy 

Democratic politi-

cian from Boston 

who harbored rac-

ist views and hoped granting women 

the vote would dilute the impact of 

enfranchised freed men.  

 

The American Equal Rights Associa-

tion held a last, contentious meeting 

in 1869 before it dissolved formally a 

year later.  

In January 1867, readers of the 

Berkshire County Eagle  saw the 

hopes of that promised unified front 

dissolve during the ratification of the 

14 th  Amendment extending citizen-

ship to freed slaves: òThe American 

Equal Rights Association, by Susan 

Anthony, Lucy Stone, and other 

strong minded women, have sent in a 

petition against the adoption of the 

amendment because it permits the 
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